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UNCG continues to make an impact through research, creative activity, scholarship, community and economic 
engagement.  Below are selected highlights and accomplishments from the past fiscal year. 
 
Selected Highlights of Recent Awards, Submissions, and Accolades 
 

• Researchers from the UNCG Bryan School of Business and Economics, Drs. Bonnie Canziani and Erick Byrd,  
associate professors of sustainable tourism and hospitality, developed the first comprehensive strategic 
plan for the North Carolina wine and grape industry. This industry generates about $1.3 billion in economic 
impact for the state. The report was sponsored by the NC Department of Agriculture and Consumer 
Services and the NC Wine and Grape Growers Council and was formulated with input from key stakeholders 
including industry representatives, governmental agencies, business leaders and academics. 
 

• UNCG faculty continue to garner national and international recognition.  
 

o One example is Dr. Jonathan Tudge (Human Development and Family Studies) who received new 
funding from the prestigious John Templeton Foundation for the project “Gratitude, well-being, 
and the decline of materialism: A cross-cultural study of character formation in children and 
adolescents”.  

o Another is UNCG’s Department of Economics, recently ranked as one of the nation’s best for 
faculty-published economic research. The department is ranked 7th in the nation for research on 
innovation, securing the top spot among economics departments at public universities, 6th in the 
research field of program evaluation (third among public universities); and 7th in the nation for 
research on entrepreneurship. 

o Researchers in the Department of Chemistry and Biochemistry continue their groundbreaking work 
on natural products drug discovery including Dr. Nicholas Oberlies and colleagues who just 
renewed their grant from the National Cancer Institute for the "Discovery of Anticancer Agents of 
Diverse Natural Origin". This includes close collaboration with Mycosynthetix, Inc., a Hillsborough, 
NC based biotechnology company. 

o Music faculty Rebecca MacLeod (Music Education, violin) has been awarded the 2014 String 
Researcher Award by the American String Teachers Association.  The String Researcher Award is 
awarded to a researcher whose work has contributed significantly to scholarship in string education 
and/or performance and whose scholarly work shows much promise in making continued 
important contributions to research including publication in juried research journals, research 
presentations at professional meetings, involvement in the strings community and evidence of 
innovation in string research. 

Innovation Commercialization and Economic Engagement 
 

• Dr. Bruce Kirchoff, a UNCG biology professor known for his innovative approach to teaching that 
encourages students to see patterns in their mind’s eye through active learning, appears in UNCG’s BIO 
active Learning site . Kirchoff’s work with visual learning has led him to become an entrepreneur. With 
advice from the UNCG Office of Innovation and Commercialization, he created the business Metis LLC to 
expand the reach of his valuable learning aids. From a prototype created for Stanford Medical School to 
classes at Australia’s Charles Sturt University, students in various parts of the world have used the software. 
This year the UNC Board of Governors presented Kirchoff with its Teaching Excellence Award and, in 
February, Metis was named one of 40 worldwide semifinalists in the Elance Big Idea Start-Up competition. 
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• NC Entrepreneurship Center connected students, staff, and faculty to area entrepreneurs and resources.  

o NC Entrepreneurship Center at UNCG is one of 886 nonprofit organizations nationwide to receive 
an Art Works grant from the National Endowment for the Arts. The grant will support the Southern 
Entrepreneurship in the Arts (SEA) Conference to be held on Feb. 21, 2015.  

o Partnered with the US Commerce Department to host three Export University workshops covering 
a variety of topics related to exporting products and services across the globe. The Export 
University series brought in 172 attendees and speakers. 

o Led or co-created 13 events, engaging more than 150 entrepreneurs and business leaders on and 
off campus, attracting more than 2,500 attendees including three signature programs: 1) The 5th 
annual Southern Entrepreneurship in the Arts Conference co-hosted with the UNCG 
Entrepreneurship Cross-Disciplinary Program (288 total participants including students from 23 
colleges and universities); 2) 2nd annual UNCG Entrepreneur Day (47 entrepreneurs spoke to more 
than 2,000 students in one day); and 3)the Entrepreneurial Journeys speaker series (7 speakers 
with approximately 225 total attendees).  

o A multi-institutional mentoring program, Growing Entrepreneurs by Mentoring Students (GEMS) 
was launched in 2012.  For 2013-14, there were 20 students from four local colleges and 
universities recruited from all across Greensboro. Students were matched with 20 entrepreneur 
mentors and participated in one-on-one mentoring, group dinners and other activities.  

o The 2 Minutes to Win It idea competition, open to students from all eight Greensboro area colleges 
and universities including Elon and High Point Universities, had 97 student entries and 20 finalists 
competed for $2,000 in cash prizes.  

• FY 14 Totals for Innovation and Commercialization 
 

Disclosures Received  11    
New Patents Filed    7    
Patents Granted                       1       
Active Projects                 46   
Agreements: 

 Research Agreements  10 
License/Option/Other         8   
MTAs/CDAs…     5              
Start-up Companies    1     
Royalties Reported        $12,657                       
Tree Top License         $62,500 
 
o Patents Granted 
Methods, Compositions and Systems for the Identification of Species-Specific or Developmental Stage-
Specific Insecticides – 1/28/2014 
o Total Patents Filed or Converted: 
1. Methods for Producing Host Plant Metabolites in Endophytic Fungi (Provisional) – 7/15/2013 
2. Virtual Reality Training to Enhance Locomotor Rehabilitation (PCT) – 9/13/2013 
3. Clinprost Isocarbacyclin and Analagous Thereof and Methods of Making the Same (Utility) – 10/21/2013 
4. Methods and Systems for Streamlining Mail Delivery (Provisional) – 10/28/2013 
5. Nanopore Fabrication and Applications Thereof (Utility) – 12/06/2013 
6. Method and System for Evaluating Stability of Cardiac Propagation Reserve (Utility) –  

12/31/2013 
7. Beta-Arrestin-Biased Cannabinoid CB1 Receptor Agonists and Methods for making and using them – 

(Provisional) – 6/20/2014 
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External Funding Fiscal Year 14 
 
UNCG successfully garnered over $30 million in external awards, up $1,865,774 or 6.5% from last year.  This is 
especially positive at a time when the funding levels are even more competitive.  Our federal funding remained 
relatively stable with significant increases in foundation funding. While dollars requested in proposals submitted is 
lower than in previous year, we have focused on targeting our efforts and increasing the quality of the proposals. 
This has resulted in improvement in hit rates across the campus.  To enhance the support provided to the campus, 
the Office has completely revamped its website as well as that of all the units including a new enhancement called 
Researcher Zone, a one-stop shop to connect researchers to all the resources needed from proposal development 
to post award management (http://research.uncg.edu/researcher-zone/). 
 

 FY13 FY14 
SUBMISSIONS Number Amount Number Amount 

 423 $150,362,452 414 $114,766,855 
AWARDS Number Amount Number Amount 

 240 $ 28,778,893 254 $ 30,644,667 
 
Community Engagement 

• UNCG’s Center for Community-Engaged Design (CC-ED) unveiled its latest public art project, a mural on the 
Riz Mart building in Greensboro’s historic Glenwood community in July. Travis Hicks, CC-ED director, and 
design students in the Department of Interior Architecture worked with community volunteers and the 
Greater Glenwood Neighborhood Association to plan and complete the mural. The project is one of many 
wide-scale efforts to revitalize Glenwood, including converting an abandoned building at the intersection of 
Tate and Lee Streets into an incubator space. “We’re not the first to do community-engaged design, but we 
are on the cutting edge,” Hicks says. “Our department has been going out in the community for 50 or 60 
years now. We teach students how to apply what they learn in the classroom. As a result, our faculty and 
students have conducted many noteworthy projects in the community.” 
 

• UNCG’s Referral Desk includes a searchable database as well as a phone number (336-505-8994) where 
members of the community can request information about any aspect of UNCG. There have been over 100 
calls for referrals for information on a wide range of topics including: university expertise, volunteer 
opportunities, career services, student work, opportunities for partnerships, events/programs/ 
performances, camps, policy information, use of UNCG facilities, and mentors/tutors. 
(http://communityengagement.uncg.edu/referraldesk.aspx).   

Online Resource Directory Stats 
 Since Formal Referral Desk Launch 

on 10/1/13 Since May 15, 2013 

Page Viewed: Page Views 
Unduplicated 

Views 
Page Views 

Unduplicated 
Views 

News and Events 652 474 1,088 784 
Clinics and Services 540 441 844 698 
Community Resources 390 355 621 558 
Volunteerism 341 287 493 422 
Referral Desk Homepage 243 190 323 215 
Curricular Engagement 242 212 421 358 
Research and Evaluation 170 147 285 238 
Tap UNCG Talent 156 133 287 244 
Economic and Social Innovation 145 133 269 226 
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